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UM’S BROADCAST MEDIA CENTER NABS MORE AWARDS 
MISSOULA-
The awards continue pouring in for television producers at The University of Montana’s 
Broadcast Media Center and KUFM-TV Montana Public Television. A total of eight awards 
were presented to UM television programs during the 1999 Videographer Awards and the 20th 
Annual Telly Awards.
Producer John Twiggs won two Awards of Excellence from the Videographer Awards for 
his productions “Growing Up in Japan,” featuring a Missoula middle school’s trip to Japan, and 
the continuing series “How the West is Fun: Artists in the West,” which featured Missoula 
middle school students interacting with Montana artists Beth Lo, Monte Dolack and Larry Pimie.
The “How the West is Fun” series also claimed three Telly Awards. Episodes titled 
“Artists of the West” and “Explorers” captured Silver Tellys, and “American Indian Culture” 
received a Bronze Telly. The series debuted on Montana Public Television in April.
“Explorers” featured Missoula middle school students tracking Lewis and Clark near 
Great Falls, learning about Native American explorers on the Flathead Indian Reservation and
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orienteering in the forests near Missoula. “American Indian Culture” had Missoula and Arlee 
middle school students learning the Salish language and tanning hides on the reservation.
“How the West is Fun: Explorers” also received an Honorable Mention nod from the 
Videographer Awards.
The Broadcast Media Center also garnered Videographer Awards of Distinction for a 
program titled “Backroads of Montana: Pancakes and Polo” and an informational video for the 
Montana Freedom of Information Hotline. William Marcus, Gus Chambers and Ray Ekness are 
the producers of “Backroads.” Ekness also produced Montana’s FOI program.
The Videographer Awards are a national awards organization that helps set the standards 
for the video production industry. This year’s contest featured 2,333 entries from 48 states and 
three countries.
The Telly Awards were founded in 1980 to showcase and recognize outstanding non­
network and cable TV commercials. The competition later expanded to include non-network 
programming. This year there were more than 11,000 entries.
Montana Public Television is a partnership between KUFM-TV in Missoula and KUSM- 
TV in Bozeman. Both are members of the Public Broadcasting System (PBS).
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